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Woodnewton Parish Council

Chairman’s Report
2024/25 has been another busy year for the Council, with Orchards, maintenance and dogs
taking up much of our time.
As always, I would like to thank Alex, Paul, Peter, Alison and Marcus for their continuing
service and especially our Clerk, Amy, without whom the Council would not function. Nigel
Goodhall is stepping down this year so on behalf of everyone I would like to thank him for his
hard work and effort especially with the allotments and Coronation Orchard.
Following consideration of alternatives Council agreed a budget for 2025/26 which covered all
known costs and expected increases whilst maintaining a reasonable reserve to cover
contingencies. The budget requires a precept increase of 5% to £20,536, still £3000 below our
budgeted costs. Some of the shortfall is met through other income sources but any remainder
will come from reserves. After a period of higher percentage increases the Council is now on a
more stable financial future than it was in the recent past.
Rather than go through each month I thought I would summarise the work we have done in the
main areas for which the Council is responsible.
Cemetery and churchyard
Alison has done a lot of work, listening to feedback, advice and opinions. Many other
churchyards have similar projects which give us the opportunity to learn what works and what
doesn’t, both in terms of the project but also the communication and community involvement.
Playing field and playground
No new equipment has been installed this year but the playground is popular location for all
ages both from the village and surrounding areas which is a credit to all involved. Other
equipment has been maintained and repaired to keep it safe and prolong its lifespan. Amonthly
inspection is done by the Council of all the equipment, in addition too the annual full safety
check by ROSPA.
The Bonfire site was made available to residents in October as usual for the disposal of garden
waste even though there wasn’t a village fireworks and bonfire event. The Council thinks it
important that this facility is continued, and it is thanks to the volunteers who took time to burn
all the rubbish safely and clear up afterwards.
Clean Up Day
this twice-yearly event remains a vital part of the Council’s work and allows us to do several
jobs that we would otherwise not be able to afford. The Council extends its thanks to all the

Northampton Fire &
Rescue Service Watch
Commander Graham
Dexter briefed a well
attendedAnnual Village
meeting regarding the
capabilities and services
provided by NFRS.

Graham specifically emphasised the
assessment and help that the service can
provide to householders and businesses
regarding fire safety and prevention.
Villagers can arrange visits and
consultations by accessing the website at
https://www.northantsfire.gov.uk/.

Annual Village Meeting 2025
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When did you last see a small
tortoiseshell butterfly – once so
common in our gardens and
along our hedgerows?
The same applies to all of our
butterflies. Last year’s UK Big
Butterfly Count showed the huge
problem – it was the lowest
count ever. There were 74%
fewer small tortoiseshells than in
2023 and 67% fewer peacock
butterflies. What is more, this is
part of a long-term continuing
decline. Things are so bad that
Butterfly Conservation has
declared a Butterfly Emergency.
Do we really want our gardens
and countryside to be devoid of
butterflies? Is that what we want
to pass on to our children and
grandchildren?
Action is being taken. There are
big projects going on in
Northamptonshire, such as the
re-introduction of the chequered
skipper at Fineshade Wood – it
went extinct in England 40 years ago.
But what can WE do? How can we encourage more butterflies? Here are some simple steps:
Don’t cut, kill or remove every last wild plant in your garden or elsewhere in the village.
Excessive ‘tidying up’ is disastrous for wildlife. Virtually nothing lives on tightly mown
weed-free lawns. And removing scrub and spraying the ground with weedkiller is dreadful –
as has just happened at the end of Pridmore Close.
In contrast, the Parish Council now manages the cemetery to encourage wildlife, with a
wildflower meadow and fringing areas of long grass. We need more of this in the village.
Grow plants for butterflies – nectar-rich flowers for the adults and foodplants for the caterpillars
– holly, nettles, grasses.
Leave areas of long grass in your garden and around the village. Large or small uncut areas
will allow meadow butterflies like gatekeepers and ringlets to breed, and encourage other
wildlife too.
Leave part of your lawn un-cut in May and June – enjoy the wildflowers and insects instead.
Don’t use any insecticides.
Encourage your children and grandchildren to look out for butterflies and other insects.
If we all take these simple steps we could make our village richer in butterflies and other
wildlife. Let’s do it!
If you would like to know more about what to do and what to plant, or to share your successes,
please contact me - or write to the newsletter.
David Townshend – drdjt73@gmail.com.

Where Have All Our Butterflies Gone?











“If thou tastest a crust of bread, thou tastest all the stars and all the
heavens.” - Robert Browning
Over the next few months, this column will meander
through the delights of bread. It will flow past local bakeries
and flour millers, explore sourdough making techniques…
and go wherever the stream takes it. Bread is an essential
part of our lives, but with so many small bakeries now a
thing of the past, we often succumb to limp supermarket
second-best. Time to up our game and savour the manifold
delights of a well-baked loaf!
We kick off with a local gem that has been family-run since
1927. And with grandfather, father and son all involved in
today’s business, it will hopefully stay that way for many
years to come.
Askers is everything a bakery should be. Its unassuming
shop, tucked away just off the end of Broad Street in
Stamford, looks as though it’s remained unchanged since it first opened in the 1950s.
Loaves are substantial, with a heft that proves they are still made in the traditional way.
Cakes are tasty and filling, ranging from proper old-fashioned lardy cakes and rich, saucer-
sized tea cakes to moist cherry bakewell and apple pie. Askers even bake their own
crumpets, and their hot cross buns are a cut above. Prices are fair and reasonable.
All Askers bread and cakes are still made in their fairy-tale bakehouse on King’s Mill Lane,
with its brick-floored sack oven, flour-dusted floor, and ambrosial scents wafting from the
door. You are always welcome to pop your head in at the bakehouse and say hello. It is a
truly life-affirming place!
Askers Bakery Shop: 5 Red Lion St, Stamford PE9 1PA
Askers Bakehouse: Kings Mill Lane, Stamford PE9 1SN
Tel: 01780 481933
Targic locaphile
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Lady Decorators


